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40 Years Reform and Development of Research Evaluation in China: Based on Case

Studies onNSFCPeer Review and CAS Research Institutes' Comprehensive Evaluation
XU Fang"”?, GONG Xu’, LI Xiaoxuan"’

(1. Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080, China;2. School of
Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080, China;3. Policy
Bureau, National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100085, China)

Abstract: Since'the Springof Science' in 1978, scientific research evaluation has undergone 40 years of reform
and development in China. Withan overview of the three stages of the development of scientific research evaluation
in China, this paper expounds the two representative and contemporary scientific research evaluation practices,
namely, peer review by NSFC and Comprehensive Evaluation of CAS research institutes, and then summarizes
the achievements of the reform and development of scientific research evaluation in the past 40 years, as well

as the challenges faced in the new era.
Key words: research evaluation; reform and open-up in China; peer review; NSFC; comprehensive evaluation of

CAS research institutes



