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Research on Innovation Environment Assessment: Review of Concepts,
Indicators and Methods
ZHAO Yanfei', CHEN Kaihua'’, LI Yuchen'
(1. Institutes of Science and Development, CAS, Beijing 100190, China;2. School of Public Policy and
Management, University of CAS, Beijing 100180, China)

Abstract: The innovative environment should be an important part of the national innovation survey. The inno-
vative environment plays a supporting role in the healthy operation of the entire innovation system, and is an
important part of enhancing and improving the efficiency of innovation and innovation capability. Through
reviewing the literature, this paper sorts out the connotation and elements of innovation environment and
summarizes several typical index systems and measurement methods. The study finds that the innovation environment
not only includes the network relations formed among the actors, but also includes the cultural environment,
infrastructure, policies, and regulations and other elements of the conditions can be divided into two categories
of soft environment and hard environment. At present, there are two kinds of paradigms for the evaluation of
innovative environment: direct evaluation of integrated index system and indirect evaluation by econometric
model. The use of integrated index system evaluation is less, more scholars to measure the model to analyze
the innovation environment as an important factor on innovation ability and innovation efficiency. There are
many evaluation methods of innovation environment; most scholars' research focuses on the measurement of
empirical evidence, and lack of methods evaluation for the whole innovation environment.

Key words: innovative environment; assessment research; index system; evaluation method



