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Assessing the Effects of the Chinese State Key Laboratory Initiative
YANG Fangjuan', LIANG Zheng', XUE Lan', TIAN Renhe’
(1. School of Public and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China; 2. School of Public
Management, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)
Abstract: The Chinese State Key Laboratory Initiative started in 1984 as a public program to promote the ba-
sic research and applied basic research. After 30 years developments the State Key Laboratory (SKL) has be-
come an important part of China's innovation system. This paper takes the laboratory in main disciplines as an
example to measure the SKLs' implementation effect, including its strategic positioning, operational effectiveness,
problems and challenges. The analysis gives evidence that the SKL has succeeded in supporting national mis-
sion, concentrating excellent research, cultivating talents, promoting discipline development, and fostering scientif-
ic collaboration. At the same time, the SKL has faced some problems and challenges, such as the funding, the
evaluation system, and the top-level design and so on. Finally, it presents relevant policy and management rec-
ommendation.

Key words: S&T structural reform; State Key Laboratory; innovation system; implementation effect



