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An Empirical Study of Terminated National Research Projects
TANG Li', WANG Linan’"’

(1. School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China;2. School of
Public Economics & Administration, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China;3.
Shanghai Health Development Research Center, Shanghai 200040, China)

Abstract: Research integrity is the cornerstone of national science and technology innovation system. China's
development in science, technology and innovation has made great strides over the last four decades whist its
construction of research integrity has been groping with a relative slow pace. Unfortunately micro-level analysis
on the topic of research integrity is rather scarce. To fill in some research gap, the study constructed a unique
dataset of all projects funded by National Social Science Fund over the period of 2000-2015 with terminated
projects identified by publically released debarment notices. Our analysis reveals that there exists huge heteroge-
neity among terminated projects in discipline, principal investigators’ position, affiliation, and region. Overall the
elapsed time of terminated projects demonstrated a downward trend. Most of the termination occurred during the
phase of project clean-up. The long delay of project completion and the incapability of delivering research
outputs accounts for nearly 80% of the terminations. The paper ends with results discussion in the framework
of principal-agent theory. Suggestions are also proposed for the future study and practice of research integrity

construction and project management.
Keywords: research integrity; social contract of science; research project management; national research fund;

debarment notices
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